, vmi •’re there almost before you 
Right on the peak, and 5ou -re 

realise it, stands Paddy Knob fire tov,er r verily a sentinel of 
«, Ih. 1-ob is cleared and once there the world lies at 

your feet. In all directions, three hundred and sixty agrees 
ef the compass you can sweep the horizon with your eye; witnesses 
of sight being the only imitation to the sweep of the distance. 


Your writer has had the pleasure of many mountain.climbs in your 
own state and among the Alps of Europe but this is the only cathe- 
dral spire of God's making that he has ever visited from which the 
entire panoramic sweep of the horizon is yours for the taking. 

I have heard that other points resemble it but are remote and 
inaccessible. Kere is a spot only three miles from a hard-surface 
highway and linked to it by a road narrow but good. (Blow your horn 
loud and frequently on the way up.) I understand that some day an 
ir^rcvised skyline drive connecting Cheat with White Sulphur may 
pass that way and sure as shooting that view alone would attract 
thousands if you acquaint yourself with it and then tell of it to 
ethers. 

he wish v;e could have seen inside the tower but in this 

: e-fereot-fire-season it was securely locked. I \mderstand 
* ' ' is compact and snug for housekeeping. When the wind started 

.owing your writer would probably come down from there for there 
very noticeable sway to that steel bower. 

, ■< f. f.- n-bye . nby" would bo a theme song vary much in order, 

undoubtedly. 

-o • : • r- c boya f'oon orodit for tho hastily but well built 



road already mentioned and already work has begun on a link of 
that Skyline Drive which is sure to be a wonder. Here in the 
clouds distances fool you. \7ho called Washington, D. C., the 
City of I.'agnifleant Distances? He had never been to Paddy Knob, 
■^own the slope and through the brush we spied the new road in 
the making and walked towards it. After a distanee twice that 
which we anticipated we reached it and hailed those we left at 
the tower. The cry reached through the clear ozone but I was 
fcoled when I thought I could hurl a rock the space we had 


cone. 


of lattrUlt 
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CH'.rT3R4- Sec. 4- part a- j-..ue s . 5 

THE HILLSBORO COMMUNITY. 


The town of Hillsboro is located in a rich and 
beautiful valley. It is two and one-half miles from the . ' 
nearest railroad station called Seebert, and named in honor 
of a family by that name that settled here in the wilderness 
in the early days. Hillsboro was named for Richard Hill, the 
pioneer from North Carolina, who built his home on a good 
farm in the neighborhood of Lobelia. His house was an un¬ 
usually good one for that age. It was built of hewed logs, 
end the space between the logs was filled with mortar or mud 
and then whitewashed. It had three porches, j wo tall chlmn- 

e/s, and eight rooms. Hills Creek: was named for Mr. Hill 

end because of his sterling worth, will sing or his glory 
es long as its waters flow. • The creek flows through a nar¬ 
row channel which increases its velocity until it plunges over 

* frecl ? 1<:e « more creating the falls of Hills 

Creek. 


Brurrey's Greek named after the first settler John 
-rr.y, .on of Patrlok Bruffey, the pioneer, a revolution¬ 
ary under General Wayne, unites In time to flood 

*“ h mi * Cr ° Sk ’ h0r ° th8lr " nt "° under Jroop fountain 

Z :;Z 0r "‘ #n4 •” PU0 ° lat0 th * -ver, 

nue.roui pro 8 .n, of Rloh.rd Hill rounded th.i r 

lW " 10 l “* HUl.eoro Community. 
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THE HILLSBORO COMMUNITY. 


The town of Hillsboro is located in a rich and 
beautiful valley. It is two and one-half miles from the . ' 
nearest railroad station called Seebert, and named in honor 
of a family by that name that settled here in the wilderness 
in the early days. Hillsboro was named for Richard Hill, the 
Pioneer from North Carolina, who built his home on a good 
farm in the neighborhood of Lobelia. His house was an un- 
usuelly good one for that age. It was ouilt of hewed logs, 
and the space between the logs was filled with mortar or mud 
and then whitewashed. It had three porches, jwo tall chimn- 

mr S. 

eys, end eight rooms. jiills Creek: wes named for Mr. Hill 
end because of his sterling worth, will sing or his glory 
es Ion 7 es its waters flow. The creek flows through a nar- 
—r channel which increases its velocity until it plunges over 

6 precipice sixty or more feet and creating the falls of Kills 

Creek. 


Bruffey's Creek named after the first settler, John 
f,on of PQ trick Bruffey, the pioneer, a revolution¬ 
ary fcoHUr under Cenerol Wayne, unites in time to flood 
•Uh Hill, cre.lc where their waters sink under Droop Mountain 
to appear e«sin In the lower end of the Little levels. Hill- 

"" U0U “ ° rMK “ na •">«« »«*• th. Greonbrier Rlv .' 

or u. trog.n, of nioh.ri Hm routed their 

boeee in the IlUiMN Community. * 





r 

j I The majority or the people of the Hillsboro Cousnuni y 

I 0 f the Sootob-iriah desoentj_their chief pursuits being 

!/iany 

' Z„, r rora time immemorial, have been prepared for the eastern 

. + A -farmers sr© b©comin£ 

^rkets and at the present time the farmers 

oused to the importance of pure bred stock. 

I Hillsboro has always been a religious and educational 

center. In extracts from the journal of Rev. Francis Asbury 
we find that in the years 1788, 1790 and 1796, he made three 
evangelistic tours through this section of the country coming 
up through Greenbrier County each time and being entertained 
end preaching at the home of MoNeel in the Little Levels, going 
from there to the Drinnom home in the Edray neighborhood. His 
course led from there to Cloverlick down through Tygarts Valley 
in . ar.dolph County enroute to Morgantown. At the McNeel home 
lively religious discussions were indulged in by the whole com¬ 
munity. 

Gek irove Presbyterian Church was organized in the year 
1 he early records of the church were lost and no one 

r* a *nen it was built. A substantial crick structure 

*' . built southeast of Hillsboro, where the cemetery is 

- **;.t ip. The most distinguished ministers who served 
1 ‘ ' ••-ch rrom 1 ‘20 to 1872 were Rev . Joseph Brown, Rev. VYm. 

' 1. «v. John 8. Plain, Rev. mtchell D. Dunlap, 

£ 1 at, D. h. -ydonatr 1 ckor. 

0,1 ohuroh * n frame bu.ldlng, w« a built m the 

° r ° 1 now located, 

. rly UBllUy of Dr. D. D. Sydenstrioker. He was 






by Rev. J. C. Johnson. The rru» church «as 

TTdown in 1910 and a new church was built. A new one* 

....... -—- •••• ■« 

“ „ h . „ «... 

Vy a maple grove. 

■ I„ the early part or the eighteenth century a very 
ioDortant educational .or* flourished in .hat wee then the 
vines 6 Hillsboro. Under the supervision of Rev. Joe. 

Bro Jtne brie* Academy .as built and contained one large 
centre! room end t.o .ins 6 - The name of Hillshoro .as eb- 
endoned in deference to that of "Academy" . 6 ° strong .as the 
school's influence on the minds and hearts of the people. 

In recent years the old name Hillsboro has been restored to 

the ‘.own. 

Dunlap of Poca City, Oklahoma, remembering 

conversations heard in the home of his uncle Rev. M. D. 

Dunlap, thinks the first teacner ever in tue Hillsboro 
"o~~. jnlty was a man by the name of Keenan, who taught more 
\:.t . a .. .. 4 drv;u years ago. This teacher was considered a 
ve.-y learned man from the fact that he could read and write, 

. • .'A figured in the arithmetic as far as the rule of three 

t/t teacher wae the Rev. John S. Blain, a Presbyterian 
, a teacher, and u physician. Next came Rev. Joseph 
• • o g- :;tie Christian spirit greatly endeared him to 

\ .o people. it in thought that as he woa instrumental in 

• '• ’*8 ’ ’«w hriok building that ho was the first teacher 

* .’.a ... f.. ,,v • .1). Junluj) :iUOOoatlo<l hlia Mild tough 

:ron 1M0 to lb4ft. his school had a wide reputation among 
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. var Us and enjoyed the patronage of the Lewises end 
-j/o, Kanawha County. The were also pupils l'rom 

ett e f Greenbrier, Monroe, Bath, and Highland Counties. 

F taught throughout the entire year and sought the aid ot 
tbe 00 re advanced pupils, notably, Rev. V/m. Price and 

p or. James Haines. 

*. Kelso of Pennsylvania, and «ss PxisciUa Hamsey 
of Augusta County, Virginia, taught one session, and after 
the close of school were tarried, and went to eastern Penn- 
sylvania to conduct eboarding school. Rat. Daniel A. 

Penick filled the position of teacher one. year, uoarded at 
colonel Paul McNeel's, and the following autumn narrred 
latter's eldest daughter. Ret. hereon taught two sessions, 
boarded at Colonel McNael's and made a compass that rah a 
perfectly from the McNael gate to the Academy. Miss May 
Sprinkle” taught in the home of Colonel MoNeel the first year 

of the Civil Mar and was bethrothed to John Burgess the first 

, + „ +n bp killed by the Northern soldiers 
nan from this community to be Kixj.ea y 

In their initial raid through this country. 

Prom the foregding, it is easy to understand why so 
many notable people came from this fine institution of learn¬ 
ing. The 1 ir.es of Mr. Harmanlus Stalling and family deserve 
special mention. They were natives of Holland, and to es¬ 
cape religious persecution, came to this country when it was 
in its inranoy. They were valuable additions to the social 
life of the community and through their piety accomplished 
6.»oh K ooa in thie land of their adoption. Mr. Cornelius 
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stu a.ing . .w«t .on in the family. ... . rlna 

” a " y ; ear :’ anddiednot3 °™-—e 80 . llr3 . c j r 

:: :;;r rickM ' a —«- «... 

ure as a missionary i„ ohlna> belng ^ ^ g ^ ^ 

Oak Grove Church, shA +u 

he KaS thS the missionary, 

Andrew Sydenstricker nn/i +-u„ 

and the mother of the famous novelist, 
Pearl Buck. * 

The first permanent settler in the Hillsboro oom- 

-unity was John McNeel of Fredpri^i- n 

rederick County. Virginia. He 

came here in the year 1765 . 

John MoNeel built the White Pole Church on the hill 

set apart for the MoNeel cemetery, the first ehureh in ths 
community. 

^ the n ° rthexn Section of the Hillsboro community. 

.; t r MU including^ 

-til," I"" Pr0P3r S St ° re> S Ua0kSmitb ^ two flour 
- , and three homes. oust above the village is a 

3 a olnlture cataract. The water i 
U 18 — -ue Spring. There iVl ZZ T ^ 
hCrl ‘ ° f bUfr “ 1 ° *»-** gathered in the vail " 

‘>»-Plng or th. buffalo that -stamm . " aS 1 ' r ° m thS 

r '»• tribe, or Indians that rren, Lrtl<5k a<lrlV9<1 - its na me. 
'' ,l *’** * M «». 3hawn.ee. '‘" TOt8 ' 1 tlUa region ., re 

z * *»• ^** *—- 

10 story 01 j nd , ° r,rit *ger bnv. . 

*‘th th. Kill ,^, lnl f 


th * Briber boy, ls th . 

*" ° ru ”iJy ». 01 o 

in oonneotloa 


v N 

V # 


\ * ♦ V 

V 4 ^ X 



r 


- 6 - 


The people who live in t ha . 

9 Hill sboro Community are* 

the McNeels, Beards, Clarks, Morrisons 

* r isons, Clendenens, Bruffeys, 

Hills, Moores, Clutters, bridges. Harpers, Kiunisons, Wadis, 

Lewises, MoCartys, McCoys, Souths. OaCcleys, Huchasns. Mo- 
Laughlins, and others. 



• f Cour.tr 


Lillian Belcher 


History of Edray Con:unity 
(by S. B. fcoore) 

Edray Comunity is bounded on the west by Stony Creek range of mountains; 

/ 

on the north by Elk Mountain, to the top of Slippery Hill on the Clover Creek 
road, then to the Bridger place on the Greenbrier river where Paul Sharp now lives; 
on the South by the top of river ridges, including the Fairview and Brush Settle- 
sent s, to the top of Drinnon ^idge where the State road crosses and to Elmer . i 
Sharp*e at the foot of Stony Creek l!t. 

This community is ebout five milee wide where the State Road crosses, and 
ten miles long from east to west. 

The Drinnons were the first settlers in Edray Comm unity. Thomas Drinnon 
settled neer the Edray Grave yird. There is some difference of opinion as to the 
exact spot where the Drinnon Cabin stood, but I feel sure it was on the bank just 
close to the grave yard. A spring under the bank has always, since my earliest 
recollection, been called the "Drinnon Spring.- Other proof is an old.appal or¬ 
chard, trees of large size, mostly winter a pples, near the spot where the Cabin 
stood. Vy father lease Moore went to this orfhard in the fall with the wagon for 
-inter apples when I was a small boy, though large enough to pick apples from the 
ground, wy uncle, Robert L'oore, and his boys always called this field the -old 
crenard Fibld end it goes by that name yet. A part of this field belongs to L. 

*' S *' “V" ° lh ' r " n l ° «Ui*» Sharp'i half., Ul of .hiah or... 

,» Th— Hrrt ..Mar la thi, ^ 

' -*r, af 1.M .av.nl thou.™! .era. that .*taadad for. In4i „ t<> ^ 

*—• !>rUr0 ”' , “**• *” k *“ ”” f ~* •« .ettl.,, m av.rlasting 

--- a-„„ th . m> . Jf . ... e . pt ^. d ^ ^ 

. .. “.‘ r > ' U ‘' ount " ln - Ch "«-lts Drinnon a brother of rho«. 

.. . M> th* — "Cr* Field 


,k 1# — AMdereoe Urlwv. 

bri w —| .11 X.fi (M. r our. I 


ry ytmrw ego. J r—«b.r ...m* JamtB 





